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DEVOTION 1: WHAT IF...
YOU WOKE UP WITH ONLY THE THINGS
YOU WERE THANKFUL FOR YESTERDAY?
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FRANCINE'S STORY:

BIBLE VERSE:

“Three of my children
died in childbirth.
Now I can no longer
work. I cannot
cultivate. I can hardly
do anything. We are
very poor and often
have nothing to eat.
Many times I must
sleep without eating.
My children are
hungry. I am breast
feeding the youngest,
but there is nothing
there. Our house is in
debt. My husband has fled to Tanzania to try for
work to help the family. But the people who we
owe money have come to take my plot of land...
“I have three children alive, but one is very ill.
I have eye problems and so does my 4yr old. I do
not have enough medicine. I cannot even go and
work to get money. We are suffering so much.
I pray the generous people can give some money
to get food to help me feed my children. For this
I would be grateful.
If I could get help to buy a goat or cow, then I
could get money to have enough to eat. I would
like some containers for water. My house was
burnt with fire, so now I am living with my
mother-in-law. I would like some iron to cover
the house, so the rain doesn’t come in.
I am thankful for my mother-in-law because
she is the one who gives me some help. But she
is also poor.”
What if... in your thankfulness you could
bring some everyday blessings into
someone’s life like Francine?

Psalm 38

READ Luke 17: 13 – 160
[The Message Bible]

... “One of them, when he realized that he
was healed, turned around and came
back, shouting his gratitude, glorifying
God. He kneeled at Jesus’ feet, so grateful.
He couldn’t thank Him enough—and he
was a Samaritan.”

WATCH - Gratitude by Louis Schwartzberg
- https://vimeo.com/44131171

What if... you woke up this morning with
only the things for which you were thankful
for yesterday? What would be missing?
How often do we just barrel through each
day without thinking to be thankful for
all the blessings in our lives, the everyday
things that we can take for granted – like
sight, clean water, food, home, toilets,
medicine, jobs, choice...

ACTION: Have items/pictures of everyday

things and remove them as you speak them a visual aid.

PRAYER: ‘Father, with humble hearts we

come before You to say ‘thank you’ for Your
undeserved blessings in our lives – the many
things we so often take for granted. Help us
to be grateful and in our gratefulness to be
generous to others.” AMEN
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Thank you! Everything in me says
“Thank you!” Angels listen as I sing my
thanks. I kneel in worship facing your holy
temple and say it again: “Thank you!” Thank
you for your love, thank you for your
faithfulness; Most holy is your name, most
holy is your Word. The moment I called
out, you stepped in; you made my
life large with strength...

MAKE A ‘THANKFUL TREE’ – give everyone
some post-it notes, and each write some things
for which you are thankful and then place them
on an outline of a tree.

WHAT IF YOU WOKE UP TODAY WITH
ONLY THE THINGS YOU THANKED
GOD FOR YESTERDAY!
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DEVOTION 2:
WHAT IF... GOD WERE ONE OF US?
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What if God were one of us?

BIBLE VERSE:
The Word became flesh
and blood, and moved into
the neighbourhood... ”

If God had a name, what would it be?
And would you call it to His face, if you
were faced with Him?
And all His glory, what would you ask if
you had just one question?

John 1:14a

CHORUS
Yeah yeah God is great
Yeah yeah God good
Yeah yeah yeah yeah yeah
What if God was one of us?
Just a slob like one of us
Just a stranger among us
Trying to make His way home
If God had a face, what would it look like?
And would you wanna see? If seeing
meant you had to believe
in things like Heaven, and in Jesus and
the Saints, and all the prophets.

LISTEN – to the song “What if God were one of us?

OR Read the lyrics.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xZEO1Lug25s
What do the words in this song mean for you?
What if... God was in the stranger, the overlooked,
the everyday person, the refugee?
What if... this song led us to think about the words
of Jesus in Matthew 25?
“For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat,
I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink,
I was a stranger and you invited me in,
I needed clothes and you clothed me,
I was sick and you looked after me,
I was in prison and you came to visit me.”
… that was Me – you did it for ME.”

What if God was one of us?
Just a slob like one of us
Just a stranger among us
Trying to make His way home
Just trying to make His way home
Back up to Heaven all alone
Nobody calling on the phone,
except the Pope maybe in Rome.
What if God was one of us?
Just a slob like one of us
Just a stranger among us
Trying to make His way home
Just trying to make His way home
Like a Holy rolling stone
Back up to Heaven all alone
Just trying to make His way home
Nobody calling on the phone,
except the Pope maybe in Rome.

PRAYER: “Heavenly Father – You came and
lived amongst us – giving up everything to
connect and be the Way to love you and love
others. Open our eyes and hearts to see You in
every person, but especially the ignored and
overlooked. Help us to be Your presence to all
in our path.” AMEN
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DEVOTION :
WHAT IF... YOU THOUGHT OUT OF THE BOX?

STANI'S STORY:

BIBLE VERSE:
If you mistreat the poor,
you insult your Creator;
if you are kind to them,
you show Him respect.

What if... joy could
not be contained...
alws.org.au/dance
[play after story]

“When you came,
our lives changed…
first you visited our
households to listen.
You started with the
most poor. You helped
them to have some land and build simple houses.
Then you built a road. We now have a way to the
hospital. You trained us to grow rice in the swamps,
and supported us with goats, cows, pigs and hens.
We learnt about how to use the manure for fertiliser,
and how to add things to it correctly. You showed us
how to grow palm oil, bananas and pineapple. You
brought us different sweet potato which is more
productive. You gave us new banana plants which
are disease-resistant. You taught us about savings
and loans and told us women had to be part of the
meetings. You helped us in the fight against malaria,
with mosquito nets and recognising the symptoms.
You taught us how
to live in peaceful
relations, even in
our own households!
You helped us with
the building of a
school and teacher’s
houses so that they
can stay. Men can
now read, our
children go to school,
our women work
together with us
and we listen to their ideas. We are so thankful and
grateful that now we have life improved through
so many, many teachings. I feel very joyful.”

PRAYER: “Father God – You are the giver

of wisdom. You are the essence of compassion.
Your heart’s desire is to see all people live in
dignity and freedom. Help us to be good
stewards of all that you give us and to think
of the long-lasting joy we can bring to others.”
AMEN
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Proverbs 14:31

READ Luke 19: 1 – 10
– story of Zaccheus.

Here is a guy who thought out of the box
to find a way to get to see the Master,
Jesus, as He was travelling through
town... and then he ‘stepped out of the
box’ by giving generously when he
himself had experienced the kindness
of God.
What if... you thought out of the box
when it came to helping people living in
poverty? Are there ways to give people
in need a ‘hand up’ rather than a
‘hand out’?
What if... you could choose between
giving a child or community some smiles
for a while or giving a gift that goes on
and on?
What if... you could help someone
discover their hidden gifts because you
gave them an opportunity?
Or... What if... we removed ourselves and
feelings and thought only of the receiver?
Sadly, many things sent overseas, despite
being sent with kind hearts and the best
of intentions, never get to the people of
whom we were thinking or are not
appropriate/useful to their needs.
What if... gifts like pigs, chickens, ducks,
small businesses, tailoring, clean water
and long-drop loos not only helped a
family have a livelihood that goes on and
on, but could also save lives?
What if... you see the joy that your
partnership with ALWS can bring to
a community?
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DEVOTION 4:
WHAT IF... FERDINAND CAME
TO YOUR HOME?
WHAT IF
FERDINAND
CAME TO VISIT?
What would he see?
How do you think he
would feel walking
through your house?
What would you be
feeling and thinking?
He said, “My father died
in 2015. We are very poor
and living badly. I have
4 brothers and sisters.
Often, we have no food to
eat and because of that
we get skin diseases.
My little brother is ill.
My mother has to work
for others just to get
money for oil and salt. I
was going to school, but now I am not as my mother
does not have enough money to pay for our uniforms
and books. Our house is falling down and the rain
comes through the grass roof.”
Did you know that simply by living in Australia
and having work you are one of the world’s
richest 3%? It is often hard for us to grasp this fact
as we compare ourselves to the rich, the Hollywood
superstars... but YOU are in the top 3%!
I often struggle with this after visiting the Field –
seeing how simply people live and how they have so
little. One roomed huts, no toilet,one meal a day, no
running water, having experienced loss, no education
or medical care. I can think, should I just give
everything of mine away? But, in this interaction
that Jesus has with the rich man, I think it is all
about our attitude to our possessions. We are
blessed. Let’s recognise God as the giver of these
blessings, and then let us ask Him how we can
bless others with what we have been given.
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BIBLE VERSE:

“Remember: A stingy planter gets
a stingy crop; a lavish planter gets
a lavish crop. I want each of you to
take plenty of time to think it over, and
make up your own mind what you will
give. That will protect you against sob
stories and arm-twisting. God loves
it when the giver delights
in the giving.”
2 Cor. 9:7

READ Mark 10: 17 – 25
verse 23 onward says “... Looking at his
disciples, Jesus said, “Do you have any
idea how difficult it is for people who
‘have it all’ to enter God’s kingdom?”
The disciples couldn’t believe what
they were hearing, but Jesus kept on:
“You can’t imagine how difficult. I’d
say it’s easier for a camel to go through
a needle’s eye than for the rich to get
into God’s kingdom.”

ACTION: Place a whole lot of ‘stuff’ in the

room – clothes, shoes, pictures of big houses,
money OR have pictures on a PP as you share
today’s devotion.
Invite people to say a sentence prayer of
thanks for something in their homes/lives.
Give up one thing this week – a coffee, cake,
meal, movie, and place the money you would
have used into a container. At the end of the
day/week choose something from Gifts of
Grace to bless someone like Ferdinand.
Encourage your students in a similar way.
We need to give up everything... just give.

PRAYER: “Heavenly Father we acknowledge that You are the Giver of all good things in our lives.
Help us to always be aware of Your goodness and to have thankful hearts. Help us to be cheerful
givers to those, who through no fault of their own, are in a far worse situation than we are. Soften
our hearts, open our eyes and help us to be cheerful givers. Use us to bless others. In Jesus’ Name.”
AMEN
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DEVOTION :
WHAT IF... KINDNESS WAS CONTAGIOUS?

BIBLE VERSE:
“Instead, be kind to one
another, compassionate,
forgiving one another, just
as God in Christ also
forgave you.”
Ephesians 4:32 [NET]

READ Luke 10: 30 – 37
... “What do you think? Which of the
three became a neighbour to the man
attacked by robbers?”
“The one who treated him kindly,” the
religion scholar responded.”

Think about a time that you have
received undeserved kindness.
SHARE.
I remember travelling in Japan many years
ago when very few ‘white/giejin’ tourists
were there. My friend and I were in gungy
travel clothes, unable to find our hostel for
the night. A young, well dressed woman
in heels responded to our request for
directions by inviting us to follow her – for
1½ kms on a really hot day. We thanked her
and then noticed that she turned around
and walked back the way from which we
had come. She had gone right out of her
way to guide us to a place to stay.
Kindness is
wonderful to
experience.
What if... we
could pass that
on to others this
week? In our
staff room, our
classrooms,
community and
to those in need
in other parts
of the world?
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ACTION: Type up these kindness quotes and give
out or have on display. Ask for responses.
Make a “PASS IT ON” CARD – Buy someone a coffee,
bring them a flower, offer to do their duty... when they
receive the card from you they then ‘pass it on’ to
another staff member.
What if... you did this with your class?

PASS IT ON

You have received an act of kindness...
Now, pass it on...
“Be kind wherever possible. It is always possible.” - Dalai Lama

PRAYER: ‘May the God of all kindness fill your

hearts with His wonderful, undeserved love that
you may pass His kindness to all who are in your
path – remembering that no act of kindness is ever
too small…” AMEN
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